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56 focus groups
1,584 community  
member surveys

49 community  
member interviews

98 service  
provider surveys

41 service provider  
interviews

Find out more about the FaCtS study and download a copy of the report:  
bit.ly/FaCtS_ANU 

Talk to us about how we can work together with communities to deliver change  
facts.study@anu.edu.au 

In a ground-breaking study, the Australian 
National University sought to understand 

the causes of family violence and what 
is needed to reduce it. The study was 
designed, led and governed by Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander people, in 
partnership with urban, regional and 
remote communities.

62% of community  
participants had  

experienced violence. 
40% of people who  

experienced violence told  
someone about it.

Violence was reported  
by both women  

and men. 

The catalysts of violence include: poor 
quality housing, racism, financial 
stress, alcohol and other drug use, 
poor physical health, poor social and 
emotional wellbeing, poor mental health, 
unemployment, contact with the justice 
system, and incarceration.

Reducing family and community 
violence can only be achieved when 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
communities lead change. 

Approaches must be embedded 
in a decolonising and trauma-
informed framework that addresses 
intergenerational trauma.

The ‘one size fits all’ approach to 
policy does not work. Locally based 
models with local decision-making 
are key. 

Service delivery 

Public housing

Public health

Social security

Evaluation

Investment in a system that 
listens and learns. 
This will improve:

What is needed?
Community led approaches.
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