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Ever wondered how research informs mental health 
policy and planning?
The first two seminars in this inaugural CMHR Seminar Series are designed to 
provide participants with knowledge and skills in a systems thinking approach 
to mental health planning. 

In the first seminar participants will learn how to use the Description, 
Evaluation and Classification of services for Long Term Care (DESDE-LTC) 
instrument in the assessment of mental health services. Participants will 
be provided with examples of the DESDE-LTC application internationally 
and nationally. The standard assessment of services facilitates territorial 
comparisons, which is crucial for evidence-informed health planning and 
resource allocation. 

In the second seminar a series of lectures introduces participants to the 
application of classification systems in the Commonwealth Government 
and State/Territory Governments. Examples from State Government 
representatives will outline how policies are translated into mental health 
planning. This seminar explores a systems approach to mental health 
planning and provides a platform for moving forward.

Seminar Series 1: Systems thinking 
approach to Mental Health planning
Wednesday 9 – Friday 11 August
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Registration
For more information and to register follow 
the link below (places are limited!)

cmhr.anu.edu.au/news-events/
upcomingevents

Cost
> $400 per seminar or $500 for Seminar A 

and B (external ANU staff and students)

> Reduced price $70 per Seminar for ANU 
staff and students

Format
Both seminars will be held at The  
Australian National University, Canberra.

Seminar A: Mapping Mental 
Health Care using the DESDE-LTC 
Classification System (1.5 days)

9 August 2017, 9am – 5pm 
10 August 2017, 9am – 1pm

Seminar B: Translating mental health 
care research into policy in the real 
world (1 day)

10 August 2017, 1:30 – 5pm 
11 August 2017, 9am – 1:30pm

Who should attend?
> University academic staff, professional 

staff and students

> Government and non-government policy 
makers and advisors, staff and students

> Community sector professionals
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Centre for Mental Health Research:  
Seminar Series 1: Systems thinking approach to Mental Health planning  
 
Date:  9-11 August 2017 (2.5 days) 
 
Seminar A: Mapping Mental Health Care using the DESDE-LTC Classification 
System 
9-10 August 2017 (1.5 days) 
 
Venue:  Henderson Conference Room 

Centre for Mental Health Research 
  The Australian National University 

Building 63 Eggleston Road  
Acton, ACT  

9th August (Day 1) 
 
09:00-09:30 Introduction: A systems thinking approach to the evaluation of mental 

health care.  
Luis Salvador-Carulla 
 

09:30-10:45 The DESDE-LTC System for coding and mapping mental health services 
Part I. 
Mencia Ruiz 
 

10:45-11:15 Morning tea 
 

11:15-13:00 The DESDE-LTC System for coding and mapping mental health services: 
Part II. 
Mencia Ruiz  
 

13:00-13:30 Lunch (provided) 
 

13:30-17:00 Use of DESDE-LTC: Guided cases.  
Mencia Ruiz 

 
10th August (Day 2 morning) 
 
9:00-10:45 Use of Geographical Information Systems in mental health care.  

Nasser Bagheri and Jose A Salinas 
 

10:45-11:15 Morning tea 
 

11:15-12:00 The Atlas of Mental Health Care project. International development.  
Mencia Ruiz and Luis Salvador-Carulla  
 

12:00-13:00 The Atlas of Mental health Care project. Implementation and practical 
experiences in Australia.  
John Mendoza  
 

13:00-13:30 Lunch (provided) 



Seminar B: Translating mental health care research into policy in the real world 
10-11 August 2017 (1 day)  
 
10th August (Day 2 afternoon) 
 
13:30-14:00 Introduction 

Luis Salvador-Carulla 
 

14:00-14:45 Accountability and evidence-informed mental health care planning.  
Sebastian Rosenberg 
 

14:45-15:30 The implementation gap in eMHealth.  
Phil Batterham 
 

15:30-15:50 Afternoon tea 
 

15:50-17:00 Practical experiences in the use of modelling and smart Decision Support 
Systems in Mental health planning.  
Jose A Salinas and Jina Chung 

 
11th August (Day 3) 
 
09:00-09:45 An update on the WHO family of International Classification (WHO-

FIC): Implications for mental health planning in Australia. 
Jenny Hargreaves 
 

09:45-10:30 National Mental Health Service Planning Framework (NMHSPF) and 
its application in policy and planning in Australia.   
Harvey Whiteford 
 

10:30-11:00 Morning tea 
 

11:00-11:45 Translating national policies into local planning. A perspective from 
Capital Health Network- ACT.   
Lauren Anthes 
 

11:45-12:00 Translating national policies into urban and rural State planning. A 
perspective from Western Australia. 
Daniel Rock 
 

12:00-13:15 Round table: Bridging research, policy and practice. Experiences and 
challenges in the real world. 
Tina Bracher 
 

13:15-13:30 Seminar close 
 
 
 
  



Seminar series 1. Seminars A and B Presenters 
 
Ms Lauren Anthes Capital Health Network 
Dr Nasser Bagheri Australian National University 
Associate Professor Phil Batterham Australian National University 
Ms Tina Bracher ACT Health Directorate 
Ms Jina Chung University of Sydney 
Ms Jenny Hargreaves Head of Australian WHO-FIC Collaborating Centre, 

AIHW 
Adjunct Professor Daniel Rock University of Western Australia, WAPHA 
Assistant Professor Mencia Ruiz University Loyola Andalucia (Spain) 
Adjunct Professor John Mendoza University of Sydney 
Dr Sebastian Rosenberg University of Sydney 
Assistant Professor Jose A Salinas University Loyola Andalucia (Spain) 
Professor Luis Salvador-Carulla Australian National University 
Professor Harvey Whiteford University of Queensland 
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