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NATIONAL PRIMARY HEALTH CARE STRATEGY
SUBMISSION WORKSHOP, 17TH FEBRUARY

Mr Robert Wells, Professor James Dunbar and Professor John Humphreys

The APHCRI sponsored workshop held Tuesday, 17th
February 2009 elicited roundtable dialogue on the discussion
paper Towards a National Primary Health Care Strategy: A
Discussion Paper from the Australian Government (PHCS).
John Humphreys, Professor of Rural Health Research at
Monash University chaired and APHCRI Director, Robert Wells
assisted discussions between key stakeholders, researchers
and practitioners.
National and international findings from recent APHCRI
research and researcher affiliates contributed pertinent
knowledge into the discussion, providing an enriching mix
of collaborative exchange and shared expertise. Together
researchers and health care practitioners were guided to
provide a strategy focus of policy relevance regarding the
future of Australian primary health care.
The release of the interim National Health and Hospitals
Reform Commission Report (NHHRC) issued the day before
the workshop on Tuesday, 16th February 2009 offered the
added opportunity to examine links between the PHCS and
NHHRC documents.
An element of integration between the NHHRC document
and PHCS provided a framework for a ‘whole system’
approach for primary health care.
A review of primary health care requires that funding,
governance and continuity of care issues need to be
addressed. APHCRI’s funded research provides policy
relevant evidence that can inform such a review.
Based on APHCRI evidence the panel made recommendations
to the Reference Group on key issues raised in the PHCS
document and prepared a response, to the PHCS document.

The recommendation focused on four key areas of; Access
to Services, Service Delivery, Workforce and Funding. Here
is an overview:
• ACCESS - APHCRI notes the NHHRC Commission
recommendation the Commonwealth should assume
responsibility for primary health care.
Successful
implementation of this recommendation requires better
population based data needs to be gathered for effective
delivery of primary health care to meet the needs of local
populations. Consumers at local level need a voice in the
organization of primary health care.
• eHealth investments will need to be made in proven
models providing cost effective treatments.
• SERVICE DELIVERY – Funding for primary care practices
and practitioners involved in research needs to be provided
to further develop research capacity in primary care.
• Linkages need to be strengthened between services to
provide efficient and effective service utilization and to
minimize service duplication.
• A National Centre for quality improvement should be
supported to improve and further develop primary health
care.
• WORKFORCE – This is a particular area APHCRI has
substantial, robust evidence.
• Education and training needs to be underpinned by
interprofessional learning to enhance teamwork, core
competencies and clinical placements should be properly
supported.
• FUNDING – The current funding system needs to be
reviewed and revised toward health outcomes, particularly
for people with chronic and complex conditions.

Associate Professor Kirsty Douglas and Associate Professor Amanda
Barnard at the National Primary Health Care Strategy Submission Workshop

STREAM THIRTEEN: Sharing expertise in linkage and exchange collaboration

Seven federally funded Stream 13 researchers presented a synopsis of their research work on Monday, February 16th at The
Australian National University’s, John Curtin School of Medicine. Policy makers, APHCRI hub staff and fellow researchers
were in attendance.
In response to policy relevant issues of primary health care, the Stream 13 research topics included: health literacy, teamwork, incentives and clinical governance.
With some research topics, it initially appeared there was overlapping research interest. However each presenter provided a
unique, yet requisite policy focus within their 15 minute presentation; outlining delineations, evidently proving the attested
research variables not quite as similar as first perceived.
Clearly there are benefits in sharing related interests of research, each perspective provides of its own accord a capacity
enhancing exercise to draw and build upon preceding work. Such considerations provide opportunities to strengthen research as it continues to evolve.

L-R: Anna Williams, Elizabeth Comino, Fran Boyle, Robert Bush, Lucio Naccarella, Anthony Scott, Jane Taggart, John Furler, Jeffrey Fuller, Hitendra Gilhotra (DoHA),
Jennifer Terwiel (DoHA)

SYNTHESIS FOR POLICY FELLOWS

Dr Rhian Parker, Associate Professor Kirsty Douglas and
Laurann Yen, APHCRI’s, ‘Synthesis for Policy Fellows’
will be heading a new short term project, “National Research on Violence and General Practice in Australia.”
APHCRI has been commissioned by the Department of
Health and Ageing to conduct priority driven research
in response to the increasing problems of violence in
general practice to GPs and GP staff.
The Synthesis for Policy Fellows will be undertaking a
number of projects, both long and short term, to address a range of issues that require strengthening policy linkage and exchange and research development.
Driven in response to national priority objectives,
Synthesis for Policy Fellows liaise between researchers, policy developers, primary care service providers
and consumers while essentially synthesizing evidence
from current APHCRI research outputs in order to support policy questions with evidence based research.
The project will include conducting surveys with general practitioners across urban, regional and remote
rural locations.
The report will be ready for DoHA in December.

CONGRATULATIONS SANCHIA
Sanchia Shibasaki, APHCRI’s first PhD graduate completed her
thesis, ‘Better health from better data and better information’
as of February 2008.
Sanchia’s project, divided in, ‘Part A & B’ has five sub-sets within
each category. Part A is comprised of the following: The rise of
chronic disease, Components of the chronic disease model of
care, The role of primary health care services in the management
of chronic disease, The role of information technology in the
health system and monitoring health system performance.
Part B – discusses Prevalence of Type-2 diabetes and proceeds to
outline components of patient care for patients with diabetes.
Sanchia’s principal advisor was Associate Professor Beverly
Sibthorpe and her supervisory panel was Professor Nicholas
Glasgow and Dr John Condon.
Well done Sanchia.
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